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Abstract

The present article offers the results of a meta-synthesis of specialist literature on sense of
place as ascribed by tourists and residents to protected wildlife areas, with the aim of
comparing whether these views coincide independent of the social and environmental
contexts. A review and interpretation of the existing literature on the subject was carried out to
understand the social construct of sense of place. The constructs of (1) social relations, (2)
nature, (3) experiences in protected wildlife areas, (4) benefits, and (5) individual, family and
community identity were identified as general categories influencing sense of place for both
visitors and residents to protected wildlife areas. This knowledge is basic when designing and
developing experiences that strengthen the bonds of tourists with the natural environment..
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