
Seasonality	of	conception	in	human	populations	in	Chile	

Hajek,	E.	R.;	Gutierrez,	J.	R.;	Espinosa,	G.	

Abstract		

Seasonality	of	conceptions	in	human	populations	in	Chile	was	studied	for	a	period	of	30	years	(1945–
1974).	Clear	seasonal	conception	courses	exist	in	the	country,	exception	made	of	the	northern	and	
southern	extremes.	Seasonal	flux	is	concentrated	mainly	in	January,	but	also	secondary	increases	in	
April	and	June	were	observed.	Along	the	30-year	period	a	general	pattern	of	decreasing	seasonality	
is	observed.	Conception	is	significantly	related	to	temperature	and	photoperiod	in	this	country,	the	
maximum	rates	of	conceptions	being	observed	in	coincidence	with	the	maximum	temperatures	and	
photoperiods.	 Nonclimatic	 factors	 which	 may	 be	 affecting	 seasonality	 of	 conceptions	 are	 also	
discussed.	

	


