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Abstract

The field of Latin American politics has undeniably achieved major advances in the
last several decades. Nevertheless, one detects a growing intellectual unease and
a sense that the excitement engendered by the pathbreaking work and heated
debates of previous decades—focusing on authoritarianism, democratization, and
market restructuring and related structural transformations—has waned and

perhaps given way to a certain “normalization” of our intellectual enterprise.



