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Abstract  

The Chilean Intermediate Depression to the north of Santiago has experienced a physiognomical 

transformation from a Prosopis chilensis woodland to an Acacia caven savanna. Today P. chilensis 

trees are scarce and belong mostly to the larger size classes. By contrast A. caven seems to reproduce 

frequently and its populations consist of individuals of all size classes. In this paper we document 

these changes and report the results of tests aimed at determining the causes of these 

physiognomical changes. We found that livestock, leporids, introduced Mediterranean forbs and 

agriculture account for differences in seed dispersal and survival of A. caven and P. chilensis, which 

can explain the documented changes in the Chilean landscape. 
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