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Abstract 

A number of contemporary philosophers of mind have brought considerations from the study of aspect 

to bear on the ontological question how perceptual experiences persist over time. But, apart from rare 

exceptions, relatively little attention has been devoted to assess whether the way we talk about 

perceptual occurrences is of any relevance for discussions of ontological matters in general, let alone 

discussions about the ontological nature of perception. This piece examines whether considerations 

derived from the study of lexical aspect have a significant bearing on what ontological views of 

perception we should endorse: I shall argue that such aspectual considerations are in fact of very 

little use for settling the relevant ontological issue. 
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