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Abstract

Liver transplantation (LT) was performed for the first time in Chile in 1969, but only since the
1990s has it been systematically performed. Our health system is strongly centralized, which
is a severe limitation for the patients who need to be evaluated and subsequently listed.
Although proper human and technological resources are available and our results are
comparable to international outcomes (overall patient survival at 1, 5, and 10 years of 82%,
70%, and 64%, respectively), we are limited because of a severe scarcity of grafts, which
translates into an availability of approximately 7 organs per million persons and a wait■list
dropout rate of 40% every year. Thus, our main challenge for the next few years is to improve
access to LT among the populations from the extreme regions of the country and overall to
improve the availability of grafts by increasing the awareness of physicians in intensive care
units and emergency departments, to develop living donor LT programs, to educate the
population in order to decrease family refusal, and to reinforce the system of potential donor
detection. Although hard work is mandatory for these improvements, none of these tasks
seem to be unreachable in the midterm..


